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COBBLESTONE SPRINGS IS COMMITTED TO CONSCIOUS AND RESPONSIBLE PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCESS OF CREATION.

Revitalizing Cobblestone Springs
A message from the Board of Directors

The past eight months has been a
busy time for the Board of Directors. The
resignation of Sister Anne Alderman,
Executive Director, and Sister Connie Bickford, Administrative Assistant, in May left a
tremendous number of duties and chores
unattended. This was followed by the
resignation of Kate Small, Treasurer, in July.

Our first order of business was to make
sure we were covering the programs and the
business details. Dick Osgood took over as
Treasurer (temporarily); Sister Eileen Curtis
took over the duties of managing the office,
the house, and hospitality. We also hired Jan
Hafner as a part time bookkeeper.
The board agreed that since we have the
opportunity, we would step back, review
what we have been doing and plan for the
future in these changing times. We have

What is Justice?
Is it not the manifestation of love
through acts of compassion
to heal the face of Earth?
—James Conlon

contracted with Leisa Alger, who has had a
distinguished career managing nonprofits
and expressed interest in helping Cobblestone
Springs through this process.
We are thankful for all those who have
contributed to our successful past 25 years
and look forward to the future.
We welcome any input regarding the
programs, events, or activities that you would
like to have at Cobblestone Springs. We had
two program planning sessions in January
and are excited for the new season. Watch for
reports on 2020 programs in the next issue.
In the meantime, if you have suggestions,
ideas, or other input please share them by
emailing them to Anne Meyer-Wilber
(ameyerwilber3@gmail.com) and to us at
cobspr@frontier.com

Thank you all so much!

Cobblestone Benefactor Will Be Missed: Sister Hilary Hanley
With a deep feeling of loss for a special spirit, I
share with you that Sr. Hilary Hanly passed away
in October 2019. If you visited Cobblestone
Springs during the 20-some years that Sr. Hilary
lived and worked there, you would have been
greeted with a story, a song, a hug, and a smile.
Although small in stature, she was big in heart.

In later years Hilary became the main
groundskeeper for Cobblestone, flying around
on her mower or scaring the weeds with her
weed-whacker. My favorite memory of Hilary
was a spring morning, when she was trying to
mow the backyard lawn. The mower sank into the
mud “up to the hubcaps”. I heard her holler for
help and found her also stuck to the top of her
boots. Gamely I waded out to help and gave her
my hand, and we both went down face first in the
mud. Sputtering and muttering and saying bad
words, we looked at each other, covered in mud,
and started to laugh.

Hilary started at Cobblestone with Sr. Anne
Alderman some 25 years ago. She was undaunted
by a single room with no heat except a small
wood stove, a couple of hard cots, and a coldwater shower. She accompanied Anne on weekends and pitched right in scrubbing walls,
sanding, painting, and tearing down wallpaper.
Hilary waded into all jobs with energy and heart
and humor! She welcomed everyone with open
arms, and often a paint brush and an order to get
to work!

We laughed so hard that every time we tried to
move we fell back into the mud. We finally gave
up, leaving our boots and the mower stuck in the
mud to worry about another day.
Hilary also volunteered locally in the Dundee
community, working in the Dundee food pantry
or giving rides to all those in need.
Although Hilary spent the last few years in
Rochester, her spirit was remembered and shared
by all who worked with her at Cobblestone.
If you have some Hilary “stories or sayings”
please share them with us at: cobspr@frontier.com
− Jan Carr

COBBLESTONE

Ongoing Programs

Retreating to South Carolina

During our normal winter hiatus, several
ongoing programs will continue. These are:

•

Mondays at Cobblestone: 1 p.m. on
Feb 3, 17; Mar 2

•

Classics in Religion (offsite program), Penn Yan Library, 11 a.m. to
Noon on Mondays except holidays.

•

Jan Carr and Connie Bickworth traveled
to South Carolina in October for a monthlong retreat at Springbank, an ecospirituality
center. After weeks of meditation, special
experiences, and creative projects, they
returned inspired with ideas for new
programs at Cobblestone Springs.
Jan and Connie are especially excited about
ideas like an indigenous week, focused on native crafts; a 12-step meditative path; geojustice; and a three-season outdoor chapel.

Conversations About Race 201
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

See pages 4 and 8 for details.

See more ideas on page 6.
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Fall Programs

Four Sunday Harvest Suppers
held in September-October
Ten to twelve people attended each of
our dish-to-pass suppers this fall, and the
occasions were rated a huge success by those
who came. We not only enjoyed a variety of
great deliciousness, but were treated to
creative door prizes arranged by hostess
Anne Meyer-Wilber.

Chatting at the table after dinner, above.
Eileen gets cooking, below.

Mary, Jan, and Lee try their luck at cornhole. A spirited match!

Eileen strums as John, Jim, and Anne figure out
the tune.
Ginger, Judy, and Jan raise their voices.
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Much laughter, and several reminiscences,
occupied us over dinner after the early
entertainment. In September, lawn games
(croquet, cornhole, and more) were the
focus of activity; October brought singalong music sessions indoors. Expect more
of these entertaining occasions this year!

Winter Program Schedule

Quaker Meeting for Worship

The following programs will take place as
scheduled during our winter break.

Beginning this fall, Central Finger Lakes
Quaker Meeting will be at Cobblestone.

Mondays at Cobblestone, 1-2:30 p.m.
Feb 3, 17; Mar 2, 16, 30; Apr 13, 27

Most Thursdays at 2 to 4 p.m.
Central Finger Lakes Quaker Meeting
invites you to gather with us for meeting
for worship, based on expectant listening,
waiting for divine guidance. We have been
meeting in the area for over 30 years. All
are welcome.

We gather together to read, study, share and
grow spiritually at 1:00 p.m. Our current
selection is An Altar in the World by Barbara
Brown Taylor. Join us for lunch at noon:
Oak Hill, 1st meeting; Tabora, 2nd meeting.
Facilitator: Judy Wilbert

Please call to confirm meeting:
John at 607-592-0773
or Mary at 607-377-9071

Conversations About Race 201
Wednesday mornings, 10-11:30 a.m.
Feb 5, 19; Mar 4, 18; Apr 1, 15
This ongoing group welcomes newcomers
to join in reading and discussing Robin
DiAngelo’s important book White Fragility:
Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About
Racism.
Facilitator: Heather Cook
All programs are free-will donation only!

We have lived by the assumption

Ten years ago… 2010

that what was good for us was good for

In January, Fellowship Day hosted 40 people
and reported $5,000 in membership fees for
2009.

the world. We have been wrong. We
must change our lives so that it is possible

Cobblestone Connections published Jan’s
heartfelt lament on the evils of wallpaper.

to live by the contrary assumption that
what is good for the world will be good
for us… for it is only on the condition of

In February, Sr. Connie joined the resident
Cobblestone team as administrative assistant!

humility and reverence before our world

Five years ago… 2015

that our species will be able to remain

Mervin and Jason Newswanger were hired to
help frame and drywall the North Wing. And
now the suite is complete and getting used!

in it.

—Paul Hawken
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Into the Woods: Earth Poetry and Forest Bathing

Forest Bathing
Deb Denome, of Shimmering Light
Farm, brought the Japanese practice
of forest bathing to life at Cobblestone
October 5, with six participants attending. We hope to do more in
future partnerships with Deb and
Shimmering Light Farm.

Earth Poetry, Earth Spirituality
On September 22, Jan Carr and Sally White
presented their program designed to connect
participants with nature and inspire them to
share that connection through poetry.
Four people visited Cobblestone on a lovely
fall afternoon, convening in the gazebo before
enjoying a walk in the woods. A stop at the
Hermitage to connect with a collection of
natural objects inspired all four to poetic
impulses.

One participant, Christopher Wright, was so
moved by returning to the woods that he
wrote an essay about it.

“Immediately that old familiar
feeling flooded in: a heightened
recognition of the surroundings,
the hot sun and a cooling breeze,
the rustling in the leaves mixed
with the creaking of tall slender
trunks… Birdsong filled the air,
lifting my spirit with the music of
the forest… a feeling of renewal
coursed through every pore.”
—Christopher Wright
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Planning Programs: Your Chance to Get Involved!

Ideas to Explore
In January, several Cobblestone Springs
supporters convened for two brainstorming
sessions. The idea was to explore options
and provide guidance for the Program
Committee going into a new season. The door
was open: What do we want to see happen in
2020 and beyond?

Community

2.

Spirituality

3.

Nature

4.

Creativity

Gardening: native,
organic, pollinators,
herbs/vegetables

•

Outdoor adventure:
kayaking, hiking

•

Arts and Crafts: pottery, basketweaving, woodworking,
photography, drawing and painting

•

Meditation: Guided meditation and
spiritual retreats, meditative walks,
exploring spiritual diversity

•

Building community: Shared suppers,
games, outreach, work projects

If you weren’t at these two planning sessions,
we still want to hear from you!
Please let us know which of our
programs you’ve enjoyed in the
past, or topics of interest to you.
If you are someone− or know
someone− who should be invited
to present programs, we’d love
to hear about them too.

For example:
•

Making music: building instruments,
drumming, singing together, dance

Tell Us Your Favorites

We identified four key areas of programming,
into which most programs can be grouped.
1.

•

Share Your Dreams...
This process is not over yet.
There’s still time to tell us what
you’d like to have happen this
year, or within five years, or in
the long term. Let’s all come together to make
Cobblestone Springs work for you and for
everyone! The goal is to provide an inclusive
atmosphere where people can share what
they know, experience something new, and
learn and grow together.
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Christmas Carols Celebrated the Season
Tree Trimmings
We hosted our annual Christmas gathering
December 22, enjoying decorating and singalong carols to share the joys of the holiday
and build anticipation for the many religious
observances that followed later that week.

Joyous Spirits
Tim Hamlin strummed the
guitar for this event. He
writes:

“[Singing carols] at
the end of 2019 was
so much fun— voices,
guitar and hammer
dulcimer made for a
spirited group-sing...
There isn’t much more
communal than singing – sharing
the same air, the same beat, the
same spirit.”

What’s New Now?
During January and February, the house is
getting major renovations! We’re updating the
guest bedrooms and bathrooms; finishing the
North Wing kitchen, and refreshing paint and
furniture. We’re also creating a welcoming
community space between the library and the
kitchen, so guests can have a relaxing gathering
spot to get oriented and share experiences.

Donations and other help
With deep gratitude, we remember the
many people who have supported us with
their prayers, financial offerings, and labor,
some of them for more than 25 years!
“People have been so good to us,” says
Jan Carr, founder and owner of Cobblestone.
“I hope with your continued support, everyone who visits will feel like a welcome part
of the Cobblestone Springs community.
You’ve created that over the years with your
dedication, membership, and time.”

When spring arrives, we’ll be working on
the Hermitage: updating the bathroom, adding
a solar shower, and making it more accessible.
You can help! Come offer your services and
skills. Contact Eileen at cobspr@frontier.com
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2020 Board of Directors

Lose the hyphen: Find us online
at CobblestoneSprings.org

For the present, Bob Schiesser has
agreed to continue as Board president to
help us through this process. Other Board
members include:

(not cobblestone-springs.org)
Facebook

•

Anne Meyer-Wilber, vicepresident

Twitter

•

Eileen Curtis, acting house
manager

•

Janet Osgood, secretary

•

Richard Osgood, acting treasurer

•

Denise José

Call us: 607.243.8212; if we miss
your call, we’ll return it promptly.
Thanks for your patience during
our transition.

•

Judy Wilbert

•

Peggy Spence Parker

•

Rev. Beverly Lyon

•

Mary Beth Gamba

•

Jan Carr, property owner

Classics in Religion
Penn Yan Public Library
Monday mornings, 11:00 a.m. – 12 noon
September— June
Come explore a tapestry of diverse
topics with deeply spiritual threads!

In addition to the above, we are assisted
under contract by Jan Hafner, bookkeeper.
We also hire maintenance services such as
cleaning, mowing, and plowing as needed.
As we undertake this reevaluation
process, we continue to find that our
strength lies in the contributions of our
Board members, volunteers, members and
supporters, and the many people who
participate in our programs and events.
We have created an incredible community
around this historic property, and it takes
all of us to make everything work. We hope
to serve you even better as we move into the
next phase of the organization’s future.

Everyone is invited to attend one or
many sessions.

Freewill offering.
Add your name to our list or watch your email
for specific program offerings.
•
•
•

Feb 10: Words and Deeds to Combat
Climate Change, with Rev. Beth Frigard
Feb 24: Are You Happy?, with Tom Close.
March 3, 10, 17, 24: Carl Sagan’s Cosmos,
with Marty Dodge.
Interested in presenting, or in hearing a
particular topic or person? Contact
Mary Beth Gamba
(marybethgamba@aol.com).
To receive our emails, contact Sally White
(CobblestoneSpringsRC@gmail.com).

