
Nature  

 

I do not belong to the land, or to any known or unknown sea.  

Nature cannot own or claim me, nor can heaven;  

Nor can India, China, Bulgaria.  

My birthplace is placelessness,  

My sign to have and give no sign.  

You say you see my mouth, ears, eyes, nose – they are not mine. 

 



The Life of Life  

 

I am the life of life.  

I am that cat, this stone, no one.  

I have thrown duality away like an old dishrag,  

I see and know all times and worlds  

As one, one, always one.  

So what do I have to do to get you to admit who is speaking?  

Admit it and change everything!  

This is your own voice echoing off the walls of God.  



Certainty  

 

You want to know  

what these words  

are like?  

I am the rose bush of  

Certainty's rose garden:  

My words the fragrances  

of its roses.  



Start Knowing  

 

Stop learning.  

Start knowing.  

The rose opens, and opens,  

and when it falls,  

falls outward.  



Make Me Sweet Again  

 

Make me sweet again,  

fragrant and fresh and wild,  

and thankful for any small gesture.  



Ecstasy without End  

 

Glorious is the moment we sit in the palace, You and I.  

Two forms, two faces, but a single soul: You and I.  

The flowers will blaze and bird cries shower us with immortality  

The moment we enter the garden, You and I.  

All the stars of heaven will run out to gaze at us  

As we burn like the full moon itself, You and I.  

The fire-winged birds of heaven will rage with envy  

In that place where we laugh ecstatically, You and I.  

What a miracle, You and I, entwined in the same nest;  

What a miracle, You and I: one Love, one Lover, one Fire,  

In this world and the next, in an ecstasy without end.  



Set Out Now  

 

Set out now, while you're strong, on the heart's vast plain:  

You'll never discover joy on the plain of the body.  

The heart's the only house of safety, my friends:  

It has fountains, and rose gardens within rose gardens.  

Turn to the heart and go forward, travelers of the night;  

there's where you'll find trees and streams of living water.  



Your Heart  

 

Turn away from me for one moment  

My mouth fills and chokes with gall.  

Like a dream that flows from heart to heart,  

I, too, flow continually through all hearts.  

Everything you think, I know;  

Your heart is so close to mine.  

I have other symbols, even more I intimate,  

Come closer still, dare to invoke them.  



Surrender  

 

After despair, many hopes flourish  

just as after rain  

thousands of roses open.  

Surrender to the Almighty –  

and be led into life.  



Invisible Rose Garden  

 

From what invisible rose garden  

was flung this rose  

whose perfume maddens  

me and makes me lucid?  


