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20th Anniversary Celebration! 
 

 The first Cobblestone Springs Board of Directors began meeting in January 1997.  In 
late August 1997, the first three staff members (Anne Alderman, Hilary Hanly and Elizabeth 

Conheady) moved into the partially renovated space at 
Cobblestone Springs.  In early 1998 
the first programs were offered at 
the house.  Twenty years ago, the 
seeds of dreams planted years 
earlier in October 1992 when Jan 
Carr purchased the facility for this 
purpose at a foreclosure auction 

were beginning to sprout!  What a lot has happened since then!! 
 We’re planning a celebration of 20 years of prayer and service to the community with 
an open house on Sunday,October 22, 2:00 – 4:00.  We’ll have house tours, a power point 
presentation, munchies and memories!  Mark the date and come help us celebrate! 
 

In the Beginning… 
 

 When Jan first purchased the property, she couldn’t get in to work on the house until 
those residing there left.  When she did get in, she discovered more than a foot of water in the 
basement, neither boiler operational, plaster cracked, windows covered with plastic, and 
woodwork coated with the gray film from kerosene heaters.  Jan’s blueberry farm partners, 
Mary Michalec and Mary Pat Pennell, and Eileen Curtis were among the first and steadiest to 
brave the overwhelming conditions.  

(To be continued in future issues of Cobblestone Connections.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictures above and on next page were taken in November 1992. 



 
 

The Main Kitchen 
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Summer Symposium at Cobblestone Springs 
 

For the first time this summer, Cobblestone offered a series of related workshops over three days.  
Paul Jacob and Anne Alderman were the presenters.  Connie Bickford was the cook.  People could 
register for one, two, three or more of the workshops.  They could stay overnight here or commute, 
provide their own meals or sign up for meals at Cobblestone.  The format seemed to work well.  Some 
people came for one or two workshops; some came for a day; some came for the whole three days.   

Paul led reflective workshops on “The Sacred Earth: Honoring our Primary Revelatory Place,”  “Thomas 
Merton: The Younger Years,”  “Borders: Real and Imagined,” and “Life: An 
Ongoing Pilgrimage of Revelation.”   Anne used Barbara Brown Taylor’s 
book, An Altar in the World, as a basis for reflection on “Finding God 
Where I Am,”  “Embodiment,” and “Becoming A Word of God.”  It was 
uncanny how well the presentations complemented one another, even 
though Paul and Anne had only shared the titles and brief descriptions of 
what they intended to do before the event.  The series concluded with 
Paul and his wife, Jessica, providing poetry reading from his book, 
Nomadic Devotion: A Contemplative Inquiry into the Poetics of Place while 
Jessica played selections of classical  guitar.  The combination proved entrancing!  Jessica & Paul Jacob 
  Paul has promised to return for a three-day retreat in October.  Watch for the fall 
program brochure for the details. 

 

 



People at Cobblestone: Don Schuck 
 For many years, Don Schuck has been a good friend and neighbor of 
Cobblestone Springs.  He and his wife, Sandy, served on our Board of 
Directors from 2000 until 2012.  Don had the “misfortune” of living 
nearby, so when some minor crisis occurred, Anne could call on Don.  
After Sandy died, Don became a member of our holiday family gatherings.  
He rarely turned down an invitation to dinner in between holidays as well.  
His beagle, Smokey, usually accompanied him (except once  when Smokey 

was in solitary confinement for having jumped up on Don’s table)  and stayed with 
us whenever Don had to be away from home for any length of time.  We’ve 
watched Smokey evolve from an unruly stray to an affectionate gentleman today. 
 Tragedy struck in mid-July when Don died very unexpectedly.  His next door 
neighbors heard Smokey barking and alerted the police and us.  When Connie 
arrived, Smokey was holding the police at bay.   But, he 
immediately recognized Connie and let her take him while the 
police entered the house to find Don already gone.  Yates 
County has lost a gentle, generous man!!  We will miss him! 
 Cobblestone Springs has become a temporary home for 
Smokey.  He has now settled in well in this familiar place.  We’ve 

been actively looking for a forever home for him, and as of this writing, it looks 
as if we may have found it. 
 

Major Donation to Heating Fund! 
 

 What a surprise last week when Anne opened an envelope to find a $5,000 donation to our 
heating fund!  What a very unexpected and welcome gift!    

The cost of a winter’s supply of heating oil is one of our largest 
expenses each year, and it fluctuates greatly depending on the going cost 
of oil.  It has varied from $2,800 to $12,735 in recent years.  In the last 
3½ years we have spent $13,670 on heating oil.  That’s over and above the 
$9,425 we’ve received in grants and individual donations.  That’s a lot of 
money for our small not-for-profit operation here! 

We’ve started pursuing grants to convert from fuel oil to geothermal heating.   That will be a 
HUGE upfront expense.  But, if we can get enough grants, it will eliminate further heating costs 
as well as being very good for the environment.  

In the meantime, that $5,000 is a big help to keep our heating expenses from draining our 
budget.  And, we learned from the donor that required minimum distributions from IRAs can go to 
a charity with no tax involved.  Keep us in mind when you’re looking for a way help a good cause and 
avoid paying taxes on a required IRA withdrawal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming Events 

Want Ads 

 
 

 

A Cobblestone Weekend 
Friday, September 15, 9:30 a.m.  – Saturday September 16, 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Fall Dinner 
Sunday, October 1 
12 noon – 3:00 p.m. 

 
                                

Mark your calendars and save the date!  
 

Watch for details in the fall brochure and Cobblestone Connections.  
 

20th Anniversary Celebration 
Open House 

Sunday, October 22 
2:00 – 4:00 

 
Cobblestone Candy 

October 1 – December 11 
 

Makes a great gift! 
Watch for details in the fall brochure. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

o Grant writer 
o Donations to geothermal fund 
o Portable air conditioners for North Wing  and Guest Rooms 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


